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An enchanted island lies off the coast of China.
EEMPENENEL , ERE-ETAZT RN S,
Its mountains are among the youngest in the world... and are almost as high as the Alps.
EESHESHEARFENILRE — , EFMAHELEL—KS,
A wild landscape is riven by deep gorges and clothed in steamy forests.
BN REHRIRNIRSHH | tBEERRINEMHFM
Known for centuries as Ilha Formosa, the beautiful island, it's still a realm of mystery and great beauty.
AR , LA “llha Formosa— £BZB” AAFRA , 15 , AR —ERENEZEEE.
This is no lost wilderness, though, it's Taiwan.
ARMEEAL FTRRENENLAZH ; HIER : BE,
Few places are now more crowded.
EBEETZRHR LREBWE T,
This land of startling contrasts has long been home to a mix of ancient cultures.
RALE , EFLERTEALEL , ERHT AR,
Despite human impact, a rich variety of animals still thrive in one of the world’s most surprising wildlife hotspots.
RHABNANE  SERETXHNEGE , MRABEEZENBFLEHYEEERRE M,
Many unusual creatures are found nowhere else.
EEARZSEYRERTHIRFEN,
This is the story of how so much wildlife has survived Taiwan'’s violent winds of change.
DT, RERBFEBHYNFAEREPHABEFNRSE,
A typhoon sweeps in from the Pacific.
— BB L IE FR A S 5F R T 3R
This destructive storm is the oriental equivalent of a hurricane.
EEXEMNERAEREFHRE,
Taiwan is hit by three or four typhoons a year and animals are repeatedly forced to seek shelter.
AESFH-INERREZRE  BUMNLEELESKRER.
As the storm moves on, life returns to normal.
REEREERE , AbEERER,

Typhoons often keep their strength for a week or more... this one is now heading on up the coast of China. Others, though, will surely
follow to batter Taiwan.

BENBOTRE-—EEFNL... EEREATLEBEFTEEBEME. BENL K BEARRDASEERELSE,
The island was created by titanic powers and they are still at work today.

BEBERA—EESNATERNE R DEEE RN,
Belching steam and boiling mud offer a mere hint of the massive forces that built the mountains.

TE SRR AN AV RIS REBSRILIRA AR D

The island is still being thrust up a few millimetres every year, as deep below, continental plates collide. But the might that creates also
destroys.

MR ERREAERENTLE  SEESSFRIEAELE, EEEANKELIESTRAE , FREERKE.

Tremors rock the island daily and every five years or so, a major earthquake strikes.
EENESRBHMNBHESE ; SREF  RERANBERE,

Violent earth forces, though, have moulded a dramatic landscape and a haven for wildlife.
AMERN A HEWBEE T BERNRE , URFLEBYNIEESH.

Gushing water carving down through ever-rising rocks is still shaping Taroko gorge.
ATYAZFSELANER  BBRTEBANRKTE M EE AR BRA,

Sheer marble cliffs now tower six hundred metres above the Liwu River.
ANELREBNAEARBEVEVYEZELS,

Yu-Shan, the “Jade Mountain”, is the highest of Taiwan’s jagged peaks and reaches almost four thousand metres.
“E O, BELTEINTLAR , RBEEBNEBILRSESE.

An ancient seabed was forced up in just four million years to form the island’s mountain spine.
HEENEEFZE  —EALENBRREAASEENLE,

These highlands have weathered many storms in the turbulent times since they rose from the sea.
BELREBFRAEE , EEESFERNERTERLER.

Today, Taiwan lies a hundred and sixty kilometres off China’s coast but it hasn’t always been an island.
SHNEBURFEBRN—BATREZN , BEBEHYF—ERESIE,

Several times in the past, a land bridge connected it to the mainland of Asia and that's how so many animals crossed over.

EAEE , BEREHREGBRIENARERE | RREEES , FZBNEUABEREE,



A rich variety of unique island forms have evolved since.
RBMEHRFEL  BYENR(LAEES RN BRI BELRE,

Taiwan muntjac deer and pangolin inhabit the forests today.
IEMZILRESERMZH,

The Formosan serow, an Asian wild goat and the leopard cat also live here, along with a far bigger predator which many animals came
to be wary of.

—EDMNBELF - ABRELF , URAR , tBEEEE ; Rtz  EEHSBYL ARV AEERE.
The Taiwan black bear.
BB R,
A few hundred of these powerful beasts still roam the remote highland forests.
BRI NEL RS ERRHHN B BEREN L RRKT B,
Formosan macaques are always alert to danger from predators and from other troops, but a new threat arrived some six thousand years
ago.
EERGRERBERENHECRET28E  BR , EEFNRBEXNATENREBT.
The first people here gathered the jaw bones of many victims.
BitKENABBETHZSREENTHEE,
The mountains became their kingdom and even human intruders came here at their peril
WERAMPANER  BEREMARHNARLXABTAERSR,
Some tribes practiced head-hunting, and heads were taken until just sixty years ago.
—EIATFH  BEBRNEREENBR,
A tribal sport with dark origins is still performed today.
EERREBENBEREEBENNEELER,
Lukai warriors once speared severed heads, but these days a cabbage makes do.
ERHEBRELBRZFRDTHERE , S XS WBRATRA,
(FERE : WEEBSEREN “Lukai(BElR)” B “Paiwan(BEEIR)" 2 5548 ; “cabbage(SEX)” A& “rattan ball(BEEk)" ZF24E)
These people probably came from Indonesia or Malaya, not China, but their exact ancestry is a mystery.
BERKAURREMEEHADHRFRE , YFRFAPE. #RMUEMEENHESL , ESHRAR—ER.
They deeply respected the animals they hunted and wore the teeth and tusks of wild boar as trophies.
eMBAEREY , YRBHETERBERR.
They also sported eagle feathers to honour an admired hunter.
FEZZRNPE , AREEZAEZNE A,
Traditionally, children of the Bunun tribe were taught archery by their fathers.
RBER , HRKEN/DEEBEREES .
Before their first hunt, they used animal ears as targets.
EETERFEE , PR AN ERESERE,
They were also farmers and grew crops of millet in forest clearings to provide flour.
o E Rt R R , TERRMAY Z2 it P A/ K BB E R
For the mountain tribes, survival in the highlands was a constant struggle and they were sorely tested by the island’s violent weather.
HLREMS , TLUEEAFR—BARTHEBNFF K ERERABE LRIUNRRERE
They feared the dark forces of the earth and the evil magic that conjured smoke from the ground.
ftia P 4R AR A 3t B RR B b B DA TR 18 3t JES B P SE B O B R B S o
They avoided strange barren places where nothing ever grew.
B T T ERENRERE L,
They learnt the ways of the woodlands, though, and lived off a lush landscape which they loved and revered.
ALt B 7T RRMMEE |, WPEMBMIAE, AARENEZRRMEE,
The people of the forests became familiar with the creatures around them and told tales about many.
BEERMN FREBRMGMEBENEY , WREZFZEHR.
Flying squirrels were easy to catch as they are so inquisitive.
RERAZHRE  RAMMAABHEST.
Monkeys are badly behaved and a difficult infant was called a “monkey-child”.
BFRATRE , ATAFDH /N ZUMY BREE
The bark of the muntjac was believed to waken the sun.
APIHE4E WL FE Y BR AL B 7] DAMAEE KRS
The island’s venomous snakes inspired many myths.
DB RV RE TR SR
The hundred pace viper is the symbol of the Paiwan tribe, who regard this snake as their ancestor.
RAASERHALHEER , MBS RERERK.
According to legend, if you're bitten by one, you walk just a hundred paces before dying.

RIBER  WEEBRER R , TE—BSRERT,



Many creatures long-respected by the indigenous people, are still abundant.
RAURRERAMBENFZEY , BEEZSHATHE,

Crested serpent eagles carry snakes to their chicks.
ABREEWEHEEHS,

Such meals are often delivered alive.
BLEERBEERTEEN,

Young eagles soon learn to kill and swallow even large snakes.
FHIABRBRARBEER , EEFWMAREE,

Just ten weeks after hatching, they leave the nest and learn to hunt for themselves.
ERTEREzR , HMERITUBESHER HFH.

Taiwan and its wildlife weathered the first wave of human arrival largely intact, but four hundred years ago, a new, more threatening
wave swept in.

AENS LNHEHYEEEEMBEENAE LR ABINEHFER ; ENEFE , —EEERBHNRBEBMR,
Lowland forests gave way to rice as tens of thousands of Chinese families arrived from the mainland.
BERTLENTEARAREME , MEBA T EBHRHRMK,
Traditionally, rice was grown in small paddies and harvested by hand.
BRE , BRUDERRE  WUAFTRE,
The winds of change, though, blew ever stronger. Across the lowlands, rice became big business and wildlife was increasingly driven out.
RBHANHNES  EEKEBXEHARARENKIED , WEHEERHTHFLEDY.
A few species, though, have taken advantage.
R ERELEYERSEF.
Egrets stalk insects flushed by the harvesters, while swallows hunt on the wing.
REZHARIFEHEINE T  IRE , RFuREER,
Another Chinese import was tea, which grew well on cool mountain slopes once they had been cleared of forest.
S—EHPEBANESR - RE , EMAERENRB LR EEHER.
Where tea-pickers now live and work, many kinds of wildlife once thrived.
BEERRASHLEDWERERNAE  WSBRRKXEFEMIENBS,
As more people moved in, some creatures hung on by their toenails.
EESZABEBANRER , A-LEYEERE#2HHNEE,
The beams of this house have long provided a home for small, furry animals.
EEETHERRAUREHTELEEE NBUHER,
Bats are welcomed by ancient Chinese cultures as they are thought to protect houses from evil.
HENFERARBEESE  RAMMATUBEREN,
The mandarin word for bat also means good fortune. Health, happiness and long life are traditionally assured by carved bat symbols.
HEFEN B M E FRTE  EREFFEE, SRLEINFEERERARERR K REUARRE,
As Chinese influence grew, more wild forest was replaced by stands of giant bamboo, to grow shoots for eating and stems for building.
EHREERNTEEN , ARASHRMEELHENFRR. WENTBEERRY  MITEIRIEM,
The stumps soon fill with rainwater and the spread of bamboo groves has offered one remarkable little creature rewarding new openings.
EEHENMG , RIRFTARKNER , A BT T EBN/NEYRHE T BRI,
The harvesters unwittingly create frog heaven - Eiffingeri tree frogs find perfect homes here.
BAEREBAGETENXRE - XEHEEEEKRIITENR,
At night, males call from their private pools to lure mates.
Be b | HESEEMEFAASBIERIS |, U5IFHER,
Once a female drops in, the male quickly hops onto her.
— B RFER | HERROBRIHE L.
These tree frogs always leave the water to spawn and glue their eggs on the inside of the bamboo, above the waterline.
B A RBFKEEN , WASHIMFEKE R LN TR K&,
The frogspawn needs air and would suffocate in the stagnant pool below.
HNEEZR , ETRDVKCLESEEME,
Once she’s finished laying, the female leaves.
—BEENTE , MERHET.
The eggs, though, are not abandoned. Father stays to care for them.
AW, BLENAWRERER., ESE T REBRM.
An unlikely threat approaches.
BF-ETARLHEEEEREL,
Slugs love to attack unguarded eggs, but in this stump, father frog is on guard duty.
FIREBRRBRAMRHEN, AMEERT FER , HEFRHE.
The frog’s reaction ensures the slug can’t feed in peace and it heads off to find an easier meal.

HENREREREZZVER | HIEESKLEETEINEY,
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The father protects his eggs in another vital way: by wiping water over them, he ensures they don't dry out.
RTRBED , HESHRE  LkBREEMN L , UREHERE,

With such diligent care, nearly all the eggs develop into tadpoles.
EMHEMOREZT , $FEEMNERERME.

Once they've all wriggled into the water, father’s job is done.
ERE—EEERDEFEAKTZE , RERTHORNBET .

A week later, though, mother returns.
—E@FEz® , 8FREXRT,

Amazingly, she finds her way back to the same stump she spawned in, and now lays unfertilised eggs for her tadpoles to eat.
TARTNR AR ERIERENNTE , YETRZENINREERE,

She is such a good mother that she’ll be back again in a week’s time....unless a snake catches her first.
HEREFER  HEE—EARELEEERMD... RIFEWAERE T 1,

The greatest danger to frogs is the venomous green bamboo viper, which often lies in wait near breeding pools.
REEREZEKGMMENEENEN# , REENSEKRE.

While the viper seeks frogs, a rather similar non-poisonous snake pursues its own quirky prey.
EEREREFTENRE , —EREGHNESEHLERE L ROEY.

The smooth green snake is a specialist worm hunter.
SR BEHEBINER,

The Formosan ferret badger is also fond of worms and visits farms and gardens to find them.
RECREBES ; MEIREIREREES,

This hyperactive little animal sniffs out whatever else it can find. A rotting log is a good place for insects.
EEBEN/ N BYEZEAREINRE. BOINABRERBFHFHS,

The snake continues its stealthy hunt.
EEFHEERRRINITHE,

Worms aren't the swiftest prey, but they are slippery and the snake must get a firm grip when it strikes.
SIS0 R RITEBEAVEY , BAVRREN  FERERLAZRBRT K.

Once a burrowing worm is caught, a tug of war in miniature begins.
— BRI E , — 50 ENNREERERT .

As the night creatures return to their lairs, early risers soon venture into human territory.
ERTHYEIHMANENR , —LREN , FLREERMEAT ABENZ HEE,

Macaques descend from the forest to visit an ornamental pond.

While people practise the ancient martial art of Taichi, young monkeys perform their own exercises.
EAMLBELENDX - XEB%E  FENRFEEECHER.

A guard keeps watch as the youngsters frolic in the adventure playground they’ve stumbled on.
FETEREEEN , BV BRFERLRRANBELSERTE,

The macaques are hated as thieves by fruit growers, but most Taiwanese are tolerant and make allowances for these mischievous
creatures.

RBIEMBRRANMI , ERXSBEBANERTELBRNBY.

In the last few hundred years, as the human population rose, the island’s forested heart became a lifeline for much of Taiwan'’s wildlife.
REEAONEN, EREHEFZE  EMBHNEBLERATEHEBYNRERFE,

Deep in the woods, the macaques hunt insects still sluggish after a cool mountain night.
ELUMRE—EFRERKR2E  BRESETHEMN RS,

The monkeys are rather messy feeders and they create opportunities for muntjac deer.
BFHCHEEES | BFELERET —EF#E,

The deer eat leaves and seeds dropped by the monkeys and wait directly below.
LWEEREM TEECRFETRNERNET.

The monkeys even pull branches down to a level the muntjac can reach, which is very handy for these small deer.
BRFEEESENIILZEBNENS , EHEIMLULEMEERALET .

The muntjac seem to be accepted by the macaques as honorary members of the troop.
WHROTFEI R BREN—0F

These normally shy deer seem very relaxed with the monkeys and even put up with boisterous attempts to play with them.
EEEEREENE  WRFSE-RBUFRAZE  EEZTURIRFNESSHR.

A bear is hunting for a meal, but this one is not after meat.
EERETHE  BHIYFTRESHARE

It's searching for acorns in a mountain oak grove and a rich crop is a big draw for bears.
HWEXRNRLUELGEBMHNRE  EENBEHRBREFGRANRS 1,

They plunder branches knocked down in storms, but can also climb trees to feed.

AT EREREAREENRE , hesHCRE EER,



The highland forests where few hunters venture have long been the bear’s sanctuary.

ERRELEEASBNE LN, —EHR2 BB,
Bears were driven from the lowlands as human numbers rose. Their future now depends on the survival of Taiwan’s mountain
wilderness.

AEHENEM , SRRERTEERE, SBUMFHNER , REHMHRR,
As dusk descends on the mountains, a pangolin emerges from its burrow.
EEEEALE , —S£ZF LR EET HR,
This strange, toothless mammal follows a sensitive nose to find its favourite food, ants and termites.
EETHE. ETNNHILDVAABENS FSRESEENRY  HEBENAE.
Despite their rather clumsy gait, pangolins can even climb trees in search of prey.
BESKHEERL , FURESREYREEAICH,
A flexible tail provides extra grip for clambering up into the canopy.
EREHNES , EICERHHRHRRME T BANT D,
It's found a nest of tree ants.
AR R B —E%E,
Once it's sure the nest is occupied, the pangolin claws its way into the heart of the colony to reach the juicy white grubs it's really after.
FLWR—BREFERTRZN , ERH/NFERESR  UNSHEFRAEN RGBS ITEE,
Many ants end up on the forest floor, but enough defenders are left to mount a fearsome counterattack.
SRS RnE , ERTHHREEDREZUZRF TR E,

Scales protect the pangolin’s body, but with thousands of ants biting its nose and squirting acid in its eyes, it's forced into an undignified
retreat.

FILFNBLAIURESR  ERRETEBBTRE FIERE LEBERKA R , HEEREEBRIHIER,

High in the trees, other strange creatures are emerging.
EEENNL  S—EBTUNEYELET,

Cicadas burst from the husks of former lives. After several years underground, a brief adult life now begins.
EHREZTTHE 2R, BEREFEFHARPERRME  FRTEENRFLERE

With over twenty kinds of bat flitting from shady roosts, an insect’s life is a dangerous one.
REBWESHEBRAKRE S +EESENELNEE  ZFEEN—EFTRTER.

A cicada'’s first flight can be its last.
EBHE—IRMRIT , RURERBAHR —IX.

The Formosan leaf-nosed bat is one of the world’s biggest insect-eating bats. It makes short work of even the largest cicadas.
AERERERHALBEARENERTFEEZ —. MRRB RIS T RZAENE,

As bats seek further victims, another night creature homes in on a meal.
ERESKECBUENRER , 2 - ERITHYEZERYMRK,

A gem-faced civet tucks into a midnight feast.
— SRRV EBERMFRNEE,

This stealthy animal is really a carnivore, but is tempted into the trees by irresistible ripe fruit.
EERARREZNDVHERARE  TBERKEENRESIFIHLERT.

These tranquil mountains are the birthplace of many streams, and an epic struggle to reach these sparkling waters is just beginning at
the coast.

BEFNNLRZFZZRNBRE ; BT RIELEBEB AR, —SLIMNEMETEE LR,

Millions of young goby fish head upstream, but they must first run the gauntlet of the lowlands.
LEESYINWRRAENEML , BMPEERLEEZEBNRE.

As a new moon rises, hundreds of fishermen from the Ami tribe gather at a river mouth.
BEMAAE , BEEAXKAREIARE,

The fish are known to the Ami as “vulau” or “small moon” as they only swim in from the sea on the darkest of nights.
MEXBROFH “vulau”  “$A” WER K RARBEREENRR , BRATERBERBR,

The tiny vulau are prized by gourmet diners who prefer them raw.
RN wlaw RERENRE,

At daybreak, the fishermen are still at work but they’ll soon head home.
ERARE  AKRMEEIEE  BHMERRREDR,

Terns now dive in to catch their share.
RiEm B REHEERBRA I —5.

Despite the plunder by terns and fishermen, most of the gobies make it through to continue their journey.
BERBRBNARNEE | KE2RREAERSUEBEMNKRE,

Upstream, egrets pose another danger to the young fish as the shoals steadily work their way inland against the current.
EARBRANOREEREE  ELFNEEHAEERNS —BERE.

Further hazards await any migrants that enter man-made channels at the river’'s edge.
BEBfHEERENENAGEKESR  BESEHETER,



Small weirs divert them to one side, where they are washed into traps.
— BRI BREREIER /], WP ERH 2P,

Rapids confront the survivors, but the gobies and shrimp, which also migrate up these streams, are not deterred.
FEEFEEHNEHERR  ELBRRA , UREREHRBMHNER Y TELBRERK,

The shrimp simply crawl up the boulders, while the fish swim through films of cascading water.
IRFEECEARAER , BRRARRFBERM FHIKE,

As they move further inland, they overcome each obstacle in turn.
HPEEAREINEN RS  WRRR—EBENER,

These tiny gobies swim, crawl and climb up to a hundred kilometres to reach their journey’s end.
BENMBREANRE | CE K M LEEIFTLEZANIRRK R

They will eventually spawn in mountain streams where few fishermen can follow.
PR ER L BARTLUREN L ERREEN.

These highlands also remain a cool refuge, despite rising temperatures since the ice ages.
BEATEZRBEEARAS , EELRMERTF T —EERNES ZE.

A turbulent sea of cloud now builds daily as tropical heat drives steam from the forests.
WATESREBENRMKR  EEEENEBERBERL.

In the last ten thousand years, many cold-loving creatures have retreated to the cool highlands. This mountain stream is home to one.
EBE-—BE2H , FEEHFEARENEY , HEIRRNLE. SHREIMRET-—EDHVNESH.

It's a salmon found only in Taiwan.
MHREREREAEBNELAYE,

Females fight for the best spawning sites.
MEERA T RFNEN i RMITF.

The winners dig their nests in the stream bed.
BEEERKREZEEN,

This fish is known as the land-locked salmon as it's now trapped in the mountains.
EEAHEBA EHE @i  RARMERKEFERELE,

In cooler times, its ancestors would have swum to and from the sea as a relative in Japan still does, but Taiwan’s lowlands are now far
too warm for this cold water fish.

EESNFRE  HNEALENSKWBARER —KRREKE , ERESENEKBREERSKARRELAERMNT,

The males compete for nesting females and become ever more aggressive towards rivals.
HEAFESEENMA K HRFENRBHARBES.

Both fish stay close to the nest as spawning draws near.
EENRBEL  MEARSER ML,

A male watches his partner closely. If the female lowers her body to lay, he glides alongside to shed his sperm.
HEARBEEFE. NMRBEAKESBEN , tRBANEBIERS T

This salmon is just one of many cold-loving creatures driven here during the ice ages which still find a home in Taiwan’s mountains.
AR LN EAEY , EABLKREI TR, MELEARRATHN—E,

The mountain pit viper lives above two thousand metres along with the alpine skink, one of its favourite prey.
EBRMTARME , FEHLREBRI ; EFLBEY  REEREKREENED.

Living beneath boulders are further refugees.
FERABEETH , BREA—ERTE.

Salamanders from the north survive in this southerly outpost, and share these cool retreats with a small mammal.
RELFHLUNAEE/BEANAEEET TR, M5 -—EPEHEIBYHZEERRNEBRE.

The black-bellied vole shuttles in and out of its underground burrow, ever alert to dangers outside.
REABERREEHZR  BRENENRRTIEE,

A number of Taiwanese creatures live isolated from relatives thousands of kilometres away in northern China and the Himalayas.
FEZAENEY  BEFERTEZANFEILS REFHH LR S ERE.

Many animals that used land bridges to cross over from Asia during the ice ages were stranded here by rising sea levels.
ACTRRRE M HERSMARNTZEY , RABFELAMZERIL,

Some evolved into unique forms, and the island is now packed with its own special fauna, as well as more recent immigrants.
BLEBWRICHBRENEE  RENSEBEER T RANDYHEIURHBER,

Fourteen bird species are found nowhere else, and with over five hundred kinds in total, Taiwan has one of the highest densities of bird
varieties anywhere in the world.

EEBLBEENREET  FTHERRNNBS KT, AERHALRERERSNBLEZ—.

Taiwan may also have the world’s highest concentration of butterflies with around four hundred types, some fifty of them unique.
AETREUEERALWEEESSNE: —  ENESEWREY  ANEE+ERE—8B=M,

Over seventy kinds of mammal also live here.

EEREBtTENHIDY.



The key to Taiwan'’s rich wildlife lies in its steep and varied landscape.
AEFALERLABYNER  ERBREIESBHE,

The icy peaks, steamy slopes, and patches of lowland rainforest, all create homes for animals with very different needs.
KERILE  ZEBREAKE , M- RGBSR, ABYWAET FTREZERNER M,

At sea level, sun-loving lizards abound and a giant tropical stick insect lurks in spiky bushes.
BYHIEMEEHELNHYE  BEEANBFNHABERERRVERESD,

Taiwan was moulded by powerful forces, and conditions are still testing for its inhabitants.
BANNEBETAE  YTENEREE LHEETNER

The wild east coast is home to a remarkable fish which lives out of water, clinging to rocks with its fins.
EFMNRBEEARE -BEFTSFENARE  REFNEEAR L, BIKME,

These tropical blennies compete to sit on top of rocks above the waterline, and roll on their sides to keep their gills wet.
BERFHATKEANEALFAFY , YEABBRRIGHIDRA,

Between waves they hop down to graze on algae, but always stay alert... they are ready to leap back up to dodge the biggest rollers.
HMAERREAETHRUANEES  BEERREEE.. ERB LRARZARE.

This boiling sea can get a lot wilder. Dramatic cloud movements warn of a typhoon’s approach.
EREOBFTUBEIERLR, BEARBBNEBAS TRENEL,

Wild swirling winds have been called “Tai-fung” for centuries here, and they still batter the island repeatedly.
SEMLLR  EEABBMBY R, THHNITEZLEE,

Monkeys continue to feed as the rain sweeps in, but soon they’ll be forced to take cover.
ERREER K RIBFER , BFAZEMMEER,

As well as typhoons, another ancient scourge still threatens.
MEgE—#% , Z—ELTENRENEREE,

This temple was flattened during a recent earthquake which killed over two thousand people.
RE—RER=-FEZARENHE  BEEFFETLT,

Highland roads often collapse when typhoon-sodden land is shaken.
fAZ R A 1L BB F R R B AR

The instability of the mountains, though, has helped to keep the developers at bay up here.
AMABENILAR , AR EEEEN,

Earthquakes and typhoons are a recurring feature of life in Taiwan.
wENEE , RAEEFREIRNE®.

The Taiwanese, though, are resilient and soon bounce back.
AR, BBARRREETEH I,

In just fifty years, the population has tripled to twenty-three million driven by a high-tech revolution.
EERBEGHNEDZT , ABADEEER +FCBRRT=MF  ER=FT=8E8 A,

Insatiable demand for food, Chinese medicine and living space took a heavy toll on many animals.
HREY , PE  URBEZEXKTRENER , BFZBHYLEIERE,

Around twenty years ago, all Taiwan’s wildlife was threatened as never before, even in the remote forests.
KEWE=+5Fa , MEREBENHRMNE , SEMENFEDYZIMRENRAE,

Since then, though, things have been looking up.
ATEABRFLAR |, ERERLHTHE,

A fifth of the island has been protected, and with over half of Taiwan still forested, wildlife now has a chance to recover.
EEREEISZ—ZIRE , FHB-I 22— NI NEBEEHRM , FEBYRETERSRERMK.

The first national park, Kenting, was founded in 1984, to protect migrant birds.
MRIUR 1984 FHE—EERLE , BETERAE , REZFEBENERR.

Tens of thousands of raptors pass over twice a year and many drop down to roost.
BTLENEEEFBEMAR , HHAEFSaREELBES.

Grey-faced buzzards are now much safer from poachers.
FERRAELBRTESIZWMENRE T,

Elsewhere in southern Taiwan, hundreds of thousands of butterflies gather for the winter in a few magical valleys.
EREAENEMBLS  TESHGRERTLESHIREBREL,

They flutter here from across the island.
P9 R A 9 TR 5 B R B E AR

This haven is protected by people for whom butterflies are special.
F-HRARAHERREIAN , WRFBEEEMBRE.

They have long been of symbolic importance to the Lukai tribe.
Wik - EREIRNEEZERHE,

Life has changed for all Taiwan’s indigenous people, but many traditional links with nature survive.

AERERNEZERENE  ANEHZRABAERANEREFT TR,



And now, in modern Taiwan, past destruction and neglect are slowly being reversed.
SHREANAE , EXHHEEE B NRZMRKE,

Captive-bred salmon have been released to the wild and the population has risen tenfold in five years.
REPELHFHNER  KRBECTIFRENATE.

Many secrets are being revealed as the remote mountains are explored by scientists more than ever before.
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They've recently discovered many new species, including a weasel, a mole and four kinds of bat.
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To see if wildlife is recovering, they deploy autocameras in the forests.
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Siberian weasel, yellow-throated marten and crab-eating mongoose are among the many creatures they've snapped.
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One animal they have yet to photograph was last recorded over ten years ago... the Formosan clouded leopard.
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This big cat became extremely rare as Taiwan’s forests came under pressure.
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Its fate remains shrouded in mystery.
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With the forests now better protected, the future is brighter for many of Taiwan’s animals.
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Sika deer, once extinct in the wild have been re-introduced.
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Macaques are now increasing across the island.
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Perhaps, if it has survived, even the clouded leopard might return to stalk it former haunts and may yet show its face once more.
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Despite repeated battering by typhoons and earthquakes and by the recent storm of human progress, Taiwan’s mountainous heart still
pulses with life.
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Against all odds, animals continue to thrive on this beautiful, enchanted island.
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